
Claiborne Christian School English II (10th Grade) Summer Reading Assignment 

Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell   

Your summer reading assignment is to read Outliers and answer the following questions. It is 

recommended that you purchase a copy of the book; however, you may borrow it as well. This 

work contains the elements of persuasion, expository, and narrative and will serve as a bridge 

between the narrative and expository focus of English I and the literary analysis and persuasive 

expository focus of English II. 

Carefully provide complete, thorough, and original answers for each of the questions that you 

will find on the following pages. I expect high-quality answers—not short phrases and one-

sentence answers. Look up any terms or words you do not know.  

Please type your responses in MLA style using a correct heading, double spacing, and Times 

New Roman 12-point font. Please number your responses accurately. You do not need to type 

the question. These questions are designed to help increase your comprehension of this book and 

prepare you for our in-class discussions. Bring your typed responses along with this assignment 

sheet and your book with you when you come to class. 

Please bring TWO copies of your responses! One copy I will collect for a grade on the first 

full day of school, August 18, 2016. The other copy you will keep for class discussion. You will 

also receive a grade for a reading check test on the book, which will be taken on August 18 as 

well. Please note that the test is designed to be easy if you read the book.  

If you have any questions, you may email me at erica.osborne@claibornechristian.org. Have a 

wonderful summer and happy reading!     

Mrs. Osborne 

 

Questions 

1. Read the introduction: “The Roseto Mystery.” In your own words, what is the Roseto 

Mystery? In this introduction, Gladwell puts forth his purpose in writing this book. Explain his 

purpose in your own words. 

2. Read Chapter 1: “The Matthew Effect.” In the first few pages of Chapter 1, Gladwell states the 

argument he will make in his book. This is his thesis. Explain his argument in your own words. 

3. Read Chapter 2: “The 10,000-Hour Rule.” Explain the 10,000-Hour Rule in your own words. 

4. Consider the following: “Practice isn’t the thing you do once you’re good.  It’s the thing you 

do that makes you good.”  Explain how this philosophy was at work for Bill Joy, The Beatles, 

and Bill Gates.  

6. Read Chapter 3: “The Trouble with Geniuses, Part 1.” Gladwell states that communities and 

companies in American society “are convinced that those at the very top of the IQ scale have the 
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greatest potential.” After reading the chapter, explain why you either agree or disagree with this 

statement.  

7. Read Chapter 4: “The Trouble with Geniuses, Part 2” Compare and contrast Langan and 

Oppenheimer. 

8. Read Chapter 5: “The Three Lessons of Joe Flom.” What are the “three lessons of Joe Flom”? 

9. Read Chapter 6: “Harlan, Kentucky.” Describe the “culture of honor” that exists in the 

Appalachian Mountains. What are the “cultural legacies” as described in this chapter? Why are 

they significant to understand when dealing with people? 

10. Read Chapter 7: “The Ethnic Theory of Plane Crashes.” Describe the significance of the 

“willingness to change” as it relates to Korean Air. What is Gladwell explaining about the 

importance of communication? 

11. Read Chapter 8: “Rice Paddies and Math Tests.” What on earth do rice paddies have to do 

with math tests? Describe the connection between the “10,000-Hour Rule” and the wet-rice 

farmers in Asia. 

12. Read Chapter 9: “Marita’s Bargain.” What is “Marita’s Bargain”? 

13. Read the Epilogue: “A Jaimaican Story.” What does Gladwell mean when he states, “The 

outlier in the end is not an outlier at all”? 

 

Assessment  

A range (93-100%) – Essay answers indicate critical and close reading, thoughtful engagement 

and analysis. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are present. Academic voice. All 

directions are followed.   

B range (85-92%) – Essay answers predominantly critical and close reading, and mostly 

thoughtful engagement and analysis. Some, although few, grammatical or formatting errors may 

be present. Academic voice. All directions are followed.   

C range (77-84%) – Essay answers indicate some critical and close reading and analysis, 

although understanding of the text may be tangential or superficial. Very few if any grammatical 

or formatting errors are present. Academic voice. All directions are followed.  

D or F – (0-76%) These responses are not acceptable for English II level work.  It is unclear 

whether the book was read, or understood.  Multiple errors in grammar, voice and formatting 

may be present.   

 


